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Explanations of Explanations.

The new model statesmanship at
Washington Is an amendment too long
deferred. Tmagine it administered by |
the Siguers of the lmmortal Document |
of July 4, 1576 |

“We huve learned from several guar-
ters that our recently promulgated Dec-
Jaration has created an erroneous Im-
pression, which we hasten to correct.
While still holding as self-evident * * ¢
we deaire to have It understood that it
was not our Intention to Intimate * ® ¢
and we regret that our words were open
to any other construction.”

Or imagine Sswarp and OLNEY ex-
plainiug the Emancipation Proclama-
tion and the Venezueln Message, und
then explnining the explanations!

Time for Stock Taking.

The esthuates by State  depart-
ments and commissions of expenses for
the fisenl year beginnlng July 1, 1617,
reach the respectable total of %S0
000,000.  Governor Wwiraan  and
those nsxsocinted with him WP the
dreary task of conserving the taxpay-
ers' pocketbook hope to cut this by
$17,000,000. If their best intentions
are fulfilled the appropriations for
1917-18 will exceed those for 1016-17
by $4.000000, and exceed (he estl-
mated revenues by $15,000,000, As
the possibilities of indirect taxation
have apparently been about exhausted
a direct levy of $15,000000 will be
DEeCessiTy.

Some of the ltems golng to make
up this total udmit of no argument.
The Btate debt service is forced up by
$2.205,000; Judgments eall for £1,100,-
000; the high vost of foodstuffs will
make the feeding of State charges
about &1L,000.M more than its cost
this yenr. These are samples from
an unpromising list. The situntion
s disheartening to the man who foots
the bill, particularly so to the man In
New York city who bears his own
burden and a part of the burdens of
others. Nor is It ensy to seée how any
fndividual can be blamed, DPerhaps
there ure thieves In the Stute service;
we know there Is favoritlsm in the
distribution of the spoll. But the
electors themselves hoave acqulesced
in or demanded the expenditures that
are mude, and they have not even
shown any Interest in projects for
those checks on waste that might be
applled through enlightened business
methods. Chalrman Raae of the Sen-
ate Finance Conimittee puts the facts
succinetly :

*"The only way to institute economy
ih regard to these [publie] Institutions is
by careful systemization and coordina-
gen of thelr activities,

“The only way outslde of this for the
Btute to save money in the future is to
take cara properly of its present activi-
tles and to cease creating new ones,

“The rgpurt presents to the taxpayers
of the State In concrete form the ques-
tion, ‘Do we wish to involve the State
ia new actlvities which cost large
amounts of money, or have we reached
the point where we shall pause, tuke
rteek of what we are dolng, and adopt
measures Lo conserve and consolldate
what we already lhave? ™

In other words, If we have not ne-
tually reached the end of our rope
we are too close to it for comfort, and
the duty of the State aud 1ts people
1= to refraln from new Government
enterprises until they find out what
they ure now deing and how much
the development of their present un-
dertukings will cost,

The Prima Donna Again.

For more yeurs than probably the
present generation of operagoers can
remember there have been few women
singers of important roles In opera
that enme from Italy, That country,
traditionnlly the home of all opera
singers, has rarvely falled to supply
the world with a great tenor. Be-
fora our contemporaneous Capvso
there wus Tamaaxo, and a lttle bit
enrlier there wiao Masiniy, who was
unique In never having come to this
country., But the Itullan singers who
linve galned an Internutional repita-
tlon within the past score of years
have been men.

All the time the leading roles In
the so-called Itallan repertory were
sung hy Polish, Australinn, Amerlean
and  Freneh  slngers,  During  the
golden duys of the history of (Le
Metropolitun Opera House there were
unly lrulinn slogers In more or loss
Incidentul roles, Of tenors and BO-
wranos (here were few,

. Now there has come a change over

—_——

the face of the operatic world, for
whereas there hnd been only a single
colorature soprano during the past
wcore of years to bring distinetion to
the dixtaff side of the operatic art In
Italy, there have recently come Into
public notlce several Italian artists of

distinetion.  Not only here has the fn-

fluence of the modern Itallan school
of slngers made its impression, but in
other American citles there s already
high praise for the young IHalluns
who have suddenly come out of thelr
country to bring fame to thelr native
nrt ubrond,

It Is charncteristie of operatic his-
tory thnt Juxt nx there seems little or
no possibility of a brilliant light ap-
pearing on the horizon there Is sud-
denly n supply from some unexpected
sotree for the existing demand. But
it Ix one of the peculinrities of musi-
cul history that the great women sing-
ers who ure so rare to-day should
have come out of Italy, which had
profdueced but one or two in a score of
preceding years.

Distant Rumblings of Scandal.

The Klea that any person high in
the Administeation or nearly con-
nected with any person high o the
Administration was concerned on
Wednesduy or Thursday in a manlp-
ulntion of the stock market ls too
abhorrent to be considered, except to
dlspel. Yot a resolution Is now in-
troduesd In the House demanding a
legislutive investigation to determine
whether the abhorrent  supposition
Just stated Is Indeed a fact.

This ubhorrent supposition is part-
Iy based on the extraordinary discrep-
ancy between the first and second
explanations of the President's note
which were put forth on Thursday by
Secretary Lanmino.

Yesterday afternoon owr nelghbor
the Brooklyn FEagle, & newspaper
friendly to the President and loyal
in Its support of the Democratic
eause, pointed out the lrreparable and
unnecrssary damage done on that
duy to values In the market by Mr.
Laxsixa's first statement, The Fagle
went =0 far as to say:

“Kither it should be made perfectly
plain that Mr, Lansixa spoke without
sufliclent warrant, In which case his
further usefulness in the Btate Depart-
mént must be scriousy questloned, or
all the information needed for a clear
understanding of the situation [as to the
‘verge of war'] as it actually exists
should be lald before the publie.”

The resolution In the House is In-
troduced by a reputuble and honor-
able member, Mr. Woon of Indinna,
who, although n Republican, ennnot
be suspected of a partisan motive In
suggesting so serious a step.
Inusmuch as the suspleion referred
to seems to he notorlously prevalent
in Washingion, however unjust It
may be, we should say thut the friends
of the Administration In Congress
conld do no friendlier deed thun to
Join In promoting the inquiry as the
best means of squelching scandal,

Census “Estimates of Population.”

At regularly recurrent Intervals
this nation is blessed with complla-
tlons of alleged population statistics
from the Census Bureau at Washing-
ton which to the eareless reader ap-
penr to mean something. The fuct
is that they have sas much slgnif.
canece as the nbstractions of any com-
petent mathematielun, nnd are worth-
less except as they provide harmless
amusement  for persons who  have
nothing bhetter to do than to study
them, ‘The Iatest of these computa-
tlons occupies half a column In the
Evening Post, and contains the sub-
Joined illuminating declarations:

*The population of the United Btates
continues to ‘shift to ghe clties, accord-
Ing to estimutes announced to-day by
the Census Hureaw,

“The estimates, bared on the rate of
populntion increases from 1800 to 1810,
disclosed that 40.0 per cent. of the coun-
try's Inhabitants now live In clties of
more thap 8,000, as against 38.9 per
cent, In 1810,

“The entlre population of continental
United States for 1916 has already been
estimated at 102,017,812,

“The total In the States, Territories
and Unlted Btates possessions s put
at 112,444,620,

“The populations of Bome leading cities
ne estimated to-day are: New York,
5,602,841 Chicago, £,497.722; Philadel-
phia, 1,709,618 ; St, Louls, 747,308 ; Bos-
ton, 766,470; Cleveland, 674.071; Haltl-
more, G89,621; Plttsburg, 579,000; De-
troit, 671,784: Bufalo, 468,568; San
Francisco, 463,518 ; Milwnukee, 436,030 ;
Clncinnatl, 4104768, Newark, 408.894;
New Orleans, 371,747 ; Washington, 3613,-
8%0 ; Minneapolis, 363,454 ; Seattle, 348,-
630 ; Jersey City, #06.345 ; Kansas City,
207,847 Portland, Ore, 295,463 ; Indlan-
apolly, 271,708 ; Denver, 260,800; Roch-
enter, 256417: Providence, 254.980;
St. Paul, 247.202; Loulsville, 288.010;
Columbus, 214878; Oakland, 191,604
Toledo, 181,564 Atlanta, 190,568 : Bir-
mingham, 181.762; Omaha, 165,470;
Worcester, 163,314 Richmond, 166,687."

These figures look very impressive,
But they are of the slightest Impor-
tance. Thelr purely hypothetleal na-
ture I8 revealed by thelr sponwors,
who are quoted thus:

“(Cennus oMdlals were carsful to ex-
plaln that thess estimates do not take
Into conalderation loeal conditioms, and
that they are based solely on the rate
of the population Increase or decrease
in the past.”

In other words, anybody who has
the requisite training In arithmetle
nnd the time to waste can go through
the operptions of subtraction, multl-
plication and addition that are per-
formed In the Census Burean and ob-
tiin the sume results that are put

|

The nactual increase In
population between two enumerations
may be accepted as the basis for estl-
mating, or the percentage of Increase
may appeal ng more Interesting. The
estimates for January 1, 1010, might
ns well be made to-dny as those for
January 1, 1017, aml they would be
precisely as accurate and valuable as
If they were delaye@® until n month
before thelt seasonable application.
Indeed, the estimates for every half
year, or quarter, or month, or week,
might be made when the count Is com-
pleted and |ncluded in the decennial
publications of the bureau.

The census has grown to be a
mighty and expensive thing. It
scarcely gets one count completed be-
fore it begins another. We are not
sure that the work of 1010 is yet
done, A great deal of the matter the
enumerators, general and speglal,
guther Is useless. But none of the
tubles that have s foundation in fact
I8 wo ridiculous as the periodical “es-
timates" of this and that which are
conferred on the natlon to present to
it some shadow of an excuse for
maintaining permanently what should
be a temporary bureau of the Federal
Government.

Our Obscurer Islands.

The purchase of the Danish West
Indles, while giving general satisfac-
tlon to the people of this country,
does not advance the solution of the
formiduble diMculty which has long
confronted patriotic American story
tellers, We refer to the amazing pan-
city of informntion regarding various
Iittle islands already possessed by the
United States.

Hawall, the Philippines, American
Samoa, even Guam, are all very well,
but their size and population make
them distinetly ‘ubsuited to the chief
rquirement of fictioneers, which is
not an exotic atmosphere—that ean
be supplled—but a certain Crusoelike
quality ; In short, desert islands, And
if the hero Is to be a young and hand-
gome American naval officer his ap-
pearance on the scene cannot well be
aecounted for unless he comes o
plant the American flag and take pos-
sesslon In the name of Uncle Sasr,

Now there are plenty of rocks and
coril reefs In the Pacific which belong
to this country, but the ordinary ref-
erence books do not even name them
completely, A few may be reculled
offhand; for example, Wake, How-
lIand, Baker, DPalinyra, Christmas,
Marcus, Johnston, Gardoer, Gnllego,
Starbuck, Penrhyn, Phoenix and Mo-
rell. How Is a novelist to utilize
these places In the absence of fracts
nbout them? 1If he gives his Imagi-
nution reln, some one who hns been
to the spot will turn up and contra-
dict him, the exposure will be In-
serted, In the Congressional Record
and the author’'s reputation will be
gone forever,

There was recently a case In which
the novelist earefully plcked out
Buker Islamd for his setting. It
seemed to fulfil all the requirements.
He conld find out ahselutely nothing
mbout it, but then, neither conld any
one else, The exigencies of the plot
required the heroine to run five miles
in an effort to escape the unwelcome
nttentions of the villaln, who alone
with her had been spared from the
shipwreck, At the lust moment, when
serial publieation had nearly been he-
gun nid when the first eplsode had
already been relensed on the films, the
nuthor made the sickening discovery
that Buker Island contnins only about
threequarters of a square mile, So
he stopped the enmera man and took
to drink, and both he and the heroine
were drowned.

Rome time earlier a writer with less
excuse placed his pair on Midway
Island, an Interesting spot 2,702 miles
from San Francleco, They were ab-
solutely alone, and everything hinged
upon that polat. The scenurlo was
ubnudoned when the writer found out
that Midway Is a cable station Inhab-
fted by about forty persons, mostly
telegruphers, who were ready to re-
Iny events to the rest of the world
before they could properly be un-
folded. Had this writer resorted to
the device of the Greek chorus he
might have salvaged something from
the ruin,

There have been other instances,
but these two will sufiee, While we
are adding to our Insular possessions,
why not provide exact and accessible
information about such {slands as we
nlrendy have?

The Block Nignal Set at Danger.

Beginning to-dny the Fornd Motor
Company closes Ity Detrolt plant for
n week. ‘The loss in production Is ap-
proximately 17,500 cars of a value of
perhaps §7,000,000. Forty-two thou:
sunidl men are made Idle.  Their
week's wage 1s $1,400,000,

This ocours becnuse the vallways
entering Detrolt are congested,  Mr,
Forn's products bave to awalt the
transport of food and fuel, which of
course must he moved Arst.

Such Industrial dislocatlons will be-
come everydny affairs If something 18
not done soon te amellorate the har-
nssing conditlons under which the
rallways of the country struggle to
serve the country's needs.

In Extenuation of a German Diplo~
mat's Small 8in,
A friend In Philadelphia submits
this case:

“To THE Emiron o THr Bun—~Sir; For
& great number of years I have taken
Tue Suw and am & firm bellever In the
old saying, ‘If you see it in Tum Bun
s m'

“This marning you quote Count won
Pyanaroxry as saying: ‘Now I am pér.
fectly econvinced that we will Bave &
conferoncs,’

“Do you mot think the Ambassador,
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who speaks perfect English, used the
word ‘shall' In pisce of ‘will'?

“I shall be very glad to have your
opinion, as it changes the whole sense
of the Interview. H.

“PuiLapsLrnia, December 1.

Our correspondent Is right In his
rating of the German Ambassador's
Englieh, for Count vox Braxstomry
speaks our Ianguage admirably for
one not born to Its use, and he under-
stands It even better than he speaks
it. None of the refinements of Eng-
lish expression, none of the sinuosi-
ties of hnlf concealed meaning, not
even any of the slantendicular phrases
of half truth, escapes his acute and
alert intelligence,

Our correspondent is also technl-
enlly right In his criticism of the
German Ambassador for employing
the word “will" when “shall” was In-
dieated by the sense to he conveyed.
It must be remembered, however, that
Count vox Branstorvy has been much
In the company of President WiLsox
of late; and that the President, who
is superior, ex officlo, to the rules of
syntax, is especially unconventional
in his use of wills and shalls.

We do not for a moment belleve
that the germ of this soleclsm has
infected the German Ambassador’s
English. We discern, rather, a diplo-
matic Intentlon and perhaps a dell-
cate personal compliment in his adop-
tion of the Presidential style,

Mr. Laxsino's predecessor as Sec-
retary of State may be compelled to
admit eventually that he doesn't hold
the record for indiscretion.

Perhape some of the Wall Street
brokers, moved to compassion by the
plight of their ocustomers, will give
bonuses to sold out speculators

Delay In pgetting lettar boxes for
this town fs explained ms “@ue to
inabllity to meet the wishes of the
New York Art Oommission™ The
poet knew what he was talking about
when he said: “Art is long, and time
In fleeting.”

An exploring expedition under gov-
ernmental auspices to find out where
the stock ticker ticks might have an
interesting experience.

The American mules that were sent
to the French army have been silenced,
says a despatch from Paris. The mule
has followed armies almost as long
as thers have been armies, trudging
patiently along with camp equip-
ments, yvanking supply tralns out of
muddy tracks and fleeing with the
swiftest In retreat, but always vole-
ing Als remonstrance to his job. He
Is hushed, though, now: science has
cut out his bray as effectively as It
has the racket of the automobile.

It makes him a better “critter” for
war: but the innovation will not be
popular back in Missouri where he
came from. There it is his right to bray.
1t In no more disturbing than A& man's
yawn. He ig the “Missouri nightin-
Kile” 1o his admirers, and his trum-
pet call on the prairie s A reassuring
slgnal that all 1= well.

Take a long walk, rend n good book
and make a new friend. —Commissioner
FixLeY's advice (o collepe boye.

And smoke an old pipe to make the
walk pleazanter, the book more en.
Joyable and the friend—well, a good
denl depands on the friend,

Who but a Juvenal could do justice
to the slippery sloppery facts of this
village's street condition this week?
QuintUs Fraccue i too mannerly to
be adequate.  It's hard to belleve
“uptissima queque dabunt Jdi" when
we've “plus aloes quam mellls” In our
cup of weather “inde caput morbi”
but “punquam allud naturn, stjud
saplentin  dixit.,” How much of a
sonking can wisdom stand?

There must be moments when Cali-
fornin wonders why she did It.
E———

SIDEWALK SNOW.

Additional Benefita of Partlal Clearing
of the Footwayn.

To Te EpiTon oF Tue BvN—Rir: The
letter of Carl E. Pelz published under
the heading “Sidewalks Too lean™
mikes an admirable suggestion, Mr. Pelz,
however, does not state one of the great-
est advantages of the plan,

I# carried out it would leave the snow
fn the roadways with an evean wurfuce
of uniform depth. TUnder such condis
tlons even very deep snow i= not u seri-
ous obstacle to trafMe, nnd if the trafMc
in heavy the snow s rapidly comguacted
Into reasonable smoothness, or else melts
miuch more freely than at present. The
plan eould not, of course, be applied
where the sldewnlkis are more crowded
than the rondways, but this s true on
comparatively few streets,

The fact that the sidewnlks would
remidn wet In thawing weather (s of
lttle importance, alnce the sean of slush
through which we have to cross streets
under present conditlons take away all
the henefits which result to the pedes-
trian from a dry sidewalk 4

New Yonk, December 22

UNIVERSAL TRAINING.

Only In Tt Can Adequate Defence of the
Nation Be Foand.

To Tie Epiron oF Tir Svn—=8ir: 1t
does not need General Scolt or General
Wood or anybody else to tell any man
of ordinary Imelligence that the experl-
ment of federalizing the National Guard
in A lamentable fallure. It wamn fore-
doomed to fall, and probably when-Mr,
Hay put his army bill through Congress
he knew it would turn out a fallure. He
and others, Including Presldent Wilson,
dld not want the country to be prepared,
and devised the fraudulent army bill to

Ldefeat the wishes of the people.

Thers in but one way for this nation
to have an army adequate for its pro-
tection, and that is to adopt universal,
compulsory military training,

Every young man, rich or poor, be-
tween the ages of elghteen and twenty-
one, unleas physically Incapacitated,
should be compelled to serve a year In
the mrmy, and then go on the reserve
list. M. T R

New Yonk, December 21.

The Medern Wife,
Mrs. Knlcker—What di@ yeur huaband
give you?
Mre. Rocker—Sems frightfully cheap
clgareites.

The Laber Bcarcity Up the Hudson.

From the Newburgh
Womer of West Broadway has

jm-!nm'ummdu.
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GETTING THE BIG MAIL.

One Joy Which the Jigh Cost of

Weaknesses Does Toueh.

To vur Entron or Tz Bun—8ir; There
can bardly be a more amiable wenkness
than the pleasure of recelving a large
mail from the postman. In the present
high cost of weaknesses. |t may be
worth remarking that this pleasure Ix
within eany reach, The maximum effect
is attained by finding one's name on the
malling list of the houses that apportion
investments to the public. The honor
mny have come unsought. throwgh get-
ting Into print as a dummy director in
& brewing enterprise, or receiving a
small legacy from am sunt in New
Zealand; or the name may be taken
from the membership list of the Second
Cousina of the Beminole War,

Rising as a tiny rivulet In the Andes
of accident, the current moon swella to
an irresistible flood, No use to try to
turn It back on the staggering postman.
A letter explaining that It Is Impossible
for financial reasons to take andvantage
of the fattering offer s anawered by.
n personal call the next morning. ASs
the namea are amassed from different
sources, the chances of duplication are
falrly good. The Jetters frequently
ocome In groups, sometimes running as
high as five identical noten of a single
edition, The sympathetic personal
touch or attempt to touch that means
so much In correspondence I often
obscured. 1 have recelved lettors aud-
dresred to Sandbean, Sunburn, Band-
bag, Bandbum, Bambo and Hamb
If these letters had ocontalned checks,
how surely they would have found thelr
way to the mauscleums of deceassd
correspondence. ‘The Iatest feature Ia
& telegram announcing that a julcy slice
of melon hus been reserved on lce, and
the [een Is melting fast There must
be mome huge central mechanical dis-
tributing plant from which this mon-
strous and Inexorabla literature I8 ra-
diated into space, The clreumstanca
that the Intended consignee is dead cuts
no figure. In one case I wrote calling
attention to the fact that the Intended
beneficiary was an entirely different per-
son, who dled 1n the poorhouss In
1894, Early in the morning I recelved
condolences by telephone and found In
the ma!l the prospectus of a tombstone
trust,

To disposs of the growing Iintake I
have cut a hole into the chimney and in-
rtalled & capaclous Franklin stove, 1
began, for & back loz, with the annual
report of the Tetrified Punk Mining
and Reducing Company (war bride de-
velopments expected from the mother
lode), fanked by six folio demonstra-
tions of How to Make a Milllon iIn
Wall Street. 11 the supply of fuel
runs short, [ shall jJoin the Fat Man's
Club and open a delivery station for the
publications of the Anti-Obesity Teague
of Hope, Epwix W, BANBORN,

New York, December 21

THE GUARD NOT USELESS.

And Plattshure Hardly a Shorl Cut
to Miitary Efficlency.

To THE Evitor or TRE Sus—=&ir: The
National Quard may be a little off color
In spots, but when (eneral Hugh Scott
saye that it Is useless 1 belleve he s
using pretty strong language.

General Seott says that it would have
been folly, or worda to that effect, to
have taken the Guard into Mexico bes
cause of 1ta lack of traluing and in-
ability to stand long and forced marches,
This may be true, but we must not
forget that the Guard while on the bor-
der made severil long marches in very
good time, and generally, from a physi-
cal standpoint, the men held up splen-
didly. Personaily | beligve the tralning
of the men in the Guard has been good
un reports of many of the United States
army inspectars will show

Tn 1888 In the war with Spain the
Massachusetts National duanrd proved
that the Guard was not useless

The General tells what a good thing the
Plattsburg training camp (s, 1 realize that
such encampments are of benent o
thoss who attend, but when the General
or any one belleves that thess men after
two orF three summers of tralning are in
“tip top” shapoe to act ax defonders of
our country 1 think he stretches imagl-
natlon just o trifle.

I know of several men who have taken
part In these training camps, and Juwig-
ing from the work 1 have thiese
men do 1 would say that |t would thike
At lenst ten to fifteen summers 1o whip
them Into shape, One care n particu-
lar, which comes to my mind now, Is of
a young man about twenty years old
who was n member of the Platisburg
training camp last summer and the sear
before, who cannot properly execute the
munual of arme, This young man e an
unusunlly bright chap, and when the
militia wax at 1he Mexican border e
was appointed n corporial, but owing o
the fact that s military kKnowledge
wans not equinl to the office it was nec-
espary to veduce him to the grade of
private.

A DerFexpER oF THE Grann,

WHITEHALL, December 21,

“BELLISONANT"?

A Request That Mr. Dewell Detine
His Characterization.

To e Foitor o Tie Sux—8ir: Mr,
James D. Dewell, Jr., says that chewing
wum doen not interfere with woman's
“bellisonant” wvolee. T could not find
this word In the dictlonary and would
like to know Jjust whit he means. |
had quite a dizcussion with another per-
gon regarding 11, one of us maintaining
it meant “bell toned,” or “soft,” and
the other saying it meant “war sound.
Ing,”” ar "loud.” Tt may be that the
word “bellldonant’” means “war sound-
Ing” or “threatening,” but Is It uked cors
rectly In this instance? Woman's voice
I8 seldom spoken of as belng loud, harah
or war sounding, R M O

Passaic, N, J, December 22,

Hoston Heatlfie,

Hot on her hille, exempt from chills, the
Hub revolyes this morning;

Her outer rim, all tight and trim, s ready
for m corning;

Of Sunday tires her banded cholra,
late returns hetoken;

A fellow fesling binda; one finds each spoke
has loudly spoken,

g

Upon its rod the Bacred Cod like Phorhus
seintilintes now;

The River Charles no longer anarls, but
smmiooths Itself for skates now;

The whole Back Bay views with dlsmay
tha beaks of Heacon Hillery;

The Parker House prepares Lo souse—roll
In, ¥o red Artillery!

A shining star is every bar that beckonsth
emphatic,

And kindly fate refuses stralght to make
streats unerratic;

In Bcollay Hquars sach passengairs awaps
punches with hia fellows,

And thus begun a common bum the eiti-
zenry mallows,

Now hand In hand leap Bacohus and his
gang of gay bacchantes;

The biushful wgraps In perfect shaps In
ralsing—nomething Dante's;

John Marleycorm enwreathes the hern that
Abstinence waa tossed on;

The Demon Rum wins out, by gum! In

beatific Bostenl
Muvnos Mopme,

1916.

*—“ﬁm

THE GENERAL PURPOSE OF PRESIDENT
WILSON'’S NOTE COMMENDED.

Its Appeal te the Belligerenis to Negotiate for Pesce s Proper First Step
Toward Permanent Cessation of Armed Enmities.

PLANT THE SASSAFRAS!

It Is One of Oar Most Beautiful and
Useful Native Trees.

To e Forron or Tnn 8un—8ir; An
act of vundallsm recently eommitted oft
the grounds of Colonel Roosevelt at
Oyster Bay and reported in Tar BUN
involved the destruction of a fine sassn-
fras tree, a choloe specimen undoubt-
edly und highly prized by Iia owner.
Reading (he account of it called to mind
Tier Sun's perennial springtims tribute
1o an Interesting native, by way of the
homely but spirited sassafragian ode,
from a favorile contributor, The sassa-
fran, Sassnfras ofMcimmle, like our com-
mon chestnut, hickory, beoch, tullp,
cedar, &0, has been the bhest known
among our native deciduous trees, It
may be sald to be no longer common
by fallure assiduously to cultivate and
plant them, or the widespread destruc-
tion by noxious insects, fungl, &c If
more planting Is not done we shall come
to viewing types of some of these am
epecimens to be seen only in our botani-
cal gardens,

The sassafras |8 an Interesting tree;
it has valughle medicinal properties, an-
tirely aslde from which, however, ita
characteristics of form, structurs and
follage make it a desirable addition in
any declduous tree planting scheme.

The curious feature of varlety in the
leaves on the same tree should greatly
Interest children, which 1 have often
found to be the case. The tree does not
usually grow wvery large hereabout, butl
occanldmally fine specimens are to be
found, as was the tree at Sagamore
Hill. In the Bouth much larger tress
are xtill to he seen growing thers, Some
readers familiar with our old country
roads will recall the Httla groupings to
he found eommaonly by the roadside of
the sassafran and codar usually, and
forming effective and picturesque feat-
ures of the lnndscape. Subsequent road
improvements, alas. did not include the
possible preservation of thess simple ad-
Juncis of bheauty. There may be those
still living In Cambridge, Mass., who can
remember a fine specimen of our native
sassafras growing there. It demerved
a better fats than that which happenesd
to it. The trea had attained a diameter
of mors than thres feet, was quite ten
fest In clreumference, and fortunately
growing apart from other trees its form
was fully developed, its helght nearly
sixty feet. ‘This tree of exceptional
charactepristle beauty was  sacrificed,
however, that a projecied stone wall
ghould rigldly exemplify the exactions
of a stralght line, as we were tausht
in our youth, the shortest distance be-

tween tWa polnts. This happened In
Cambridge*
I would recommend the soassafrax to

pnursery e for more general cultivation

and the planting of It by tree lovers;

nor =hould we he unmindful of the pos-

sibitity of remioring our common chest-

nut and the preservation of the hickory

and our maples Joux Y. Crnyven,
New Yonk, December 20

SOUTH AMERICAN TRADE.

An Exposition of the Transportation
Facllities From the Unlied States,

To e Foiron or Tune Sun—=8&ir: Mr.
lLaurence Ottinger's letter and vour edi-
torinl remarks thereon give your remd-
ern the Impression that the shipping
facititles between North and Routh
Ameoriea are Inadequate and that our
exports to South America are thercfore
not incrensing as they should,

While it {5 of ecourse true that there
i* n general shortage of shipping all
|n\'p|' the world, it |5 also true that our
lexports bave grown to hitherto une

precedented volume, dnd the scarcity of

frofght space 18 a result of Lirge oxports,

ot a causs of small exports, as hoth
Mr., Ottinger and THE Buy appeidr to
believe

In proportton to the demand it 18
probable that the freight space avall-
able for South Americi is greater than

for uny other markel, due to varlous
conditions, including the larke cargoss
| fram South Americn

| There are saventeen lines of steams

| #hipe opornt ng etween New York and
Houth Americn, not counting the Jnes
opernting to the pedrby Cavibbean ports
of South America, sl of which lines
advertise In New York

Mr, Ottingeg compluine of a 60 per
rise in freight rates, bHut other
oentering inta trade costs have
risen far more than 50 per cent. Aguin,
this vise 8 & result largely of active
export trade

Mr. Ottingsr #tites ghat there = a
lack of American or other eomipetit ve
linen tn BEouth American. OFf the seven-
teen lines alresdy mentloned po less
than six are American, five are neutral
and only six Rritish, and one of
these Pritish lines is actually American

in ownership

lLong estublished Amerlenn lines to
South America are the United gtites
nril Prazll Steamship Line, Barlier &
Co, Ine, Merchanta Line, New York and
Bouth Amerien Line and Norton Line

A new American lne is the Amedrlonn
Transatlantic Compiny

Lomg  established neutral Hnes e
Lioyd Brazileiro  (Brazilan), Funeh,
Fdve & oo (Danish)., New neutrul
Hues are herr Steamshlp Line, Rusk
& wdels and  Commercinl  South

American Line,

Laing entahilighed British lines are the
Trinee  Line, Lamport & Holt Line,
Houston  Lines, Houlder, Welr & Bovd,
Ine, Hooth Line, West Coast Line
Thin last 1% American owned but  op-
erates Hreitish vessels,

Av rogavids the supposition  that our
exporters hisve not inereased their trade
in South America In recent years, vour
attention is cnlled o the Nglres |ssueil
by the Dwpartment of Commeres show-
ing that for the manths  ended
Oepobier 20, 16160, our exports 10 South
Ameriea were valusd st S170.741,000,
approxinutely 50 por cent, greater than
for any previous ten months record. 1
growth for ten months eniling (ctoler
for the past few years & shiown by the
following fAguUres:

1008 sccnanignn Chesa sy ama i B1T040 bk
|1 f TG A 000
L LAE] BO 428 000
M3 sssnesessvonsensavnoisnss 12LR02. 000
it ., v MR AR N NI

The supposed lack of shipping facili-

tiew 1o South America Is a fallwey which
diew hard. The Brs ought ta help kill
I FRANKLIN JouNaTon,
Publisher American Eoporter
New Yorx., December 21

Not a Meal, Not Even a Collatlon,

I your Interesting editorial article oy
vAmerien’s Most Famous Meals" I con-
fesn 1o murprise at the absence even in
honorable mention of good Dr, Lyman
Abhott's second cup of coffes, M K.

New York, December 22,

The law of Gmavity,

Newton decovered what mada the app's
fall,

YRumaors of peacs.”’ He annsuncsd

Ooodness Groclous, Passale!

Meadling Parsaio Dally News,

Annusl Eale of Congressioms! Wemen
To-meTPow,

son's letter to the belligerents In
leave legitimate doubt as to its true

meaning In all respects,
character that the writer has no sharp-

not sure of his own ground, and wishes
to provide a way, by means of explana-
tlon, to mect possible adverse reception
or criticism.

The general purpose of Mr, Wilson's
letter Is, of course, obvigpus, and with
that general purpose every right

come to the world at large than that
peace should be restored without fur-
ther bloodshed and destruction. The
fighting nations are as anxious for this
as we are; in fact, more anxlous.
The open question
“terms and conditions"
conceded, then It
that peace can only come by virtue of
such exhdustion of one side or the
other that negotiation is useless for
the vanquished, or as the result of an
carller agreament in respect of “terma
and conditions,” Manifestly no agree=
ment can be reached without & knowl-
vdge of proposals and counter pro-
posnly, Each side has stuted its de-
sire for peace, and each side Is skir-
mishing for position before discussing
the terma of peace. CGermany gives
warning that they must not be so se-
vere as to amount to & denial of her
right to future expansion along legiti-

If that be

hand, say that there must be complete
restitution, complets reparation and
complets guaranties for the future
peace of Burope, without defining what
awould be eonsidered a compliance with
these requirements, Each side is left
by the other In the dark, whila each
professes at least to desire to meek the
light. What more opportune time then
could there be thun now for the inter-
porition of outslde aid?

We, detached as we are in a sense,
are tnfluenced In our opinifons of the
relative responsibilities of the con-
tending nations by the circumstance
that we believe Germany to have
been the aggressor for selfish pur.
poses, and that her conduct of the

of human and divine law. 1f it be
trie, as apparently [t is, that what is
referred 1o as the military caste of
Prussia Is chargeable with these

THE JANITOR'S GRAFT.

Managers of First Class Properiles
Refuse to Tolerate (L.

To T BEorron or THE Sun—£ir: There
in an editorial article in Tur 8y of De
cember 21 to which 1 take great excep-
tian, It is hexded “Perguisites of the
Superintendent, Ex-Janitor,” and it re-
fers to the discussion which las arisen

lately as to the grafting hy superine
tendents in modern apartment houses
on the various tradesmen who supply
the tenants in the bulldings. This prac-

tloe may sxist in some of the old fash-
loned Nats opernted by mmall owners
and in the minds of the editors of conie
papers, but 1 can assure you from Hrst
thund knowledge that It does not exist in
the modern high class  structures  in
vharge of reputable ngents or estintes
and individuals of standing. At least,
certainly not with their knowledee, ns
ptnted in this article

We make a specially of the manage-
ment of high olass apartment houses
on Fifth and Park ayvenues and adfacent
aide streets, and have beétween thirty
vl forty in our eharge, We have cone
wrantly  recognized the possibility  of
grafting hy superintendents, and every
superintendent in our emplny  knows
thut If he im caught in the wet of ac-
copting any gratulties from tradesmen
or in trving 1o influence the tenants’
purchakes his services will immedintely
he Ajspensed witli

Owing to the discussion recently In
the papers we huve agiain sent out (o
all of our superintendents the following
nolles

In et with th artlties WpReAt
he sations New York papers in
reference 1o R in apartment hojses
we ddesire publicly e vinte that the
hest of our knowledge and bl Wi
conditions dh not exist in the buldimgs
ynder aur contral

1t any of aur tenants whil aguile bnstar
where A superintendent has tried fa 4t
tract thelr patronnge such superinien strat
wiil be tmmediately dischurgrd

In addition o thess pracputions we

have exhausted avery means for the dis-
Lenvery of the existence of this evil and
fool quite eertain that ot has practically
vrased to exisxt. We are pot pione in
ihte stand and feel that all other hich
viags agents owners are sirivieg
fur the same end

The competition for the

husiness of

mansgemeant s so Keen that If the come-
petitor eould show the owner that his
superintendent was practising this means
ff--r increaning his income the awner's
| representative would probably loss the
husiness

Superintendents are not the ponrly
pald employvees that you sugzest, who
must eke out their existence by other
means 1 should say that the average | o
wakes patd our superintendents are ove ¢!
$100 a month when the value of thel
living qguarters & considored Asw o

'the mference that the emploiers, be
Mhey 1he managing agent or the awner
| Mimself, vecelve remuneration from this
souree, 1t is hardly worthy of deninl

| In conclusion 1T would call your atten-
tion to the great advance made in the

methods of handling real estate ulur!rml

the lust Afteen or twenty yenrs, bhefors
which time such an article might have
pertinent The real estale jiro-
fesslon now attracts some of the best
braing amd most high clase men i the
vommunlity, and It ls ne langer o refugs
for those who have falled in other pur-
Duilts, Tt pequires years of study, ex-
perience and hard work ux well
| » thoroughly equipped organigntion to
L handle the modern and hishly compli.

Lirei 1h

To TiE Forror oF Tie Ron—~Nje: (o cdted plants existing in both apartment :m,,,, rol Kheriian

Lund business bulldings, Al the lirge
real estate offices employ expert  en-
gineers and man of specia! training for
the purpose, It Ia imnprobabls that un-
der these conditions the petty grafling
you refer to can exist for long.
Dovanan L ELLiManw,
Naw Yorx, December 31,

——— — -

University Extemad W Callh
Frawm (ke foala dva Riade
The nent of the series of university ex-
tension leoturss te be givan at Fan Diego
will bs on the subject: “Raja Yogs vers
sur Maths Yega'

Kurope should be so expressed as to

One always
feels In reading a document of this

ly defined line of action in view, or Is

minded person should 1w In sympathy.
No greater blessing imaginable could

I= only one of

Inevitably follows

mate lines, The Allies, on ths other

war has been in vielation of the rules

[

1t Is difficult for ordinary people to|crimes, and that the people of Ger.
understand why a communication of
the vast Importance of President Wil-

many have acted only under its bale.
ful influence and command, then one

of the objects Wt least the one |y
which wo have the greatest interes
if we are true to our Ideals— cun be

attained If the menace of thut Prus.
sian power be removed. Is it trye
that this can be accomplished only
by the further killing of the German
peaple until the nation itsclf Hos jos
ite  witality and abllity o pesjan
May not digcussion of terms and cog.
ditions presented in concrete furm sn
discussed nloud result in the Germue
people themselves belng  representeg
in the negotiations s factors e,
pendent of the Prussinn funkeps”

We must not hlind ourselves 1o th
fact that the objects of the Allles are
not entirely altrulstic or unsoitlsh
They are not fighting for the bhenefl:
of civilization alone. We have hut re.
cently read of an agreement beiween
England, France, Italy and WRussa that
Russin is to have Constantinople and,
to strengthen her hold upon i, thut 1he
Turk lu to be excluded from Furops
Russia's statesmen have given suf.
clent evidence that the goal of her am-
bitlon for which she (s flghting lies
there, Italy entered the wur to wres:
back the Trentine from Austrin. A re-
distribution of Ealkan territory was
promised as an inducement 1o Hu-
manin to ftake up arms. While France
wag the first to b attocked and dig
not seek n confliet for selfish reasonse
nevertheless we must huve In mind
that when the guns were heard within
the Belginn Nnes the call for o recon.
quest of Alsace and Lorraine rent the
alr of France, With England's cham.
plonship of the cause of wealer na.
tions ia attached the defenco of her
nationa] existence through the proven.
tlon of Germany's extension of hee
coast lina In the north or her territorial
expansion within striking distance of
Egypt and India

The President's lstter must be {n-
terpreted In the light of thess faots
The Influence of the war I= ncting, and
will act, upon us ga acutely that we
have the right, not only In the gen.
eral cause of humanity and of eivilisa
t.on but of our own special Intorsst
to axk and to urge upon the Govern

ments abroad  that they muke a8
earnest effort 1o open the way e
negotiations lonking to the crssatin
of hostilities and o the outloak !

w future gecure agninst the nossihiie
of a recurrvnes of this awfpl st
That can be done only by trying ¢
do it CHanLes K. Ruvsisom

NATIONAL GUARD GUNNERS

A New York Officer's Critlelsms o
Hay State Batterles Resented.
Toie Sy Sir
v of Noavemhe
ritine, tha head

To e FEoiton o
clipplne from Tie =
regarding gunners’
| belng "gun Hatinegs Anger Gunrdsns
of New York,” Fhts  Sett Tim
| mny Interest vour military readars
| know the feule

Ad 1o a =tutenmient that the meth
of murking Is unifair, 1t [
g0 far a= my
that a bheiie

Ktowisndge goe
and tahle
tern could and shionkd e " \'
York Notional iiuard s

lan saying that he har “sorved for 14
with men who knew how ¢ 1

| puns better nnd koea v ahont
tleal mechanies than f th
|1-f:'.|r]1m|. militiamen Thot Is =a
n larze Bill for ans resy ta A1
|8 true that the RBoston
Roxton batteries, =1 o rnam T
been mors thut s fl0ld arrtt!
tepa) i mudia up Nirgaiy of enlleoge »
Bt these men have excelled
reguired by e wilitia
served thelr Bt i1l 1kt Diae
of them, on the
ocoynts

T

mary oy

hattepy |

thore

" rha 't
M1FBN
haen
ind I all &
received are trie  thy 1
served It oat th
A8 any Natlong! Guard hattaris e
ltory A of ‘Bokicin Wik (roRside the
Iiulu!’ hottery  that e T ¥ ]

obvhanta s hoo

The ofMleer Bies that “soit vit'd ke
l'm country batters wit i aTter
moma smnll Mossne hieeite an and
plenty \
armund for w lone tine T
evidently lsnarant of 1
in which the Mans prw aiber
{located.  All of these ! .
Ill‘ e Buston, T¢ LA e m "
tery A War
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